Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.029; wR factor = 0.075; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.9.
In the title molecule, C 13 H 9 NO, the fluorene system and the oxime group non-H atoms are essentially coplanar, with a maximum deviation from the fluorene mean plane of 0.079 (2) Å for the oxime O atom. A short intramolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO generates an S(6) ring. In the crystal, molecules related by a twofold screw axis are connected by O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds, forming [100] chains Within these chains, molecules related by a unit translation along [100] showstacking interactions between their fluorene ring systems with an interplanar distance of 3.347 (2) Å . The dihedral angle between the fluorene units of adjacent molecules along the helix is 88. 40 (2) . There is a short C-HÁ Á Á contact between the fluorene groups belonging to neighbouring chains.
Related literature
For the original procedure for the preparation of the title compound, see: Moore & Huntress (1927) . For the use of the title compound as a starting material for the synthesis of bioactive compounds, see: Amlaiky et al. 
Experimental
Crystal data Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Cg1 is the centroid of the C2-C7 ring. (Spek, 2009) and Mercury (Macrae et al., 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97 and PLATON.
Supporting information for this paper is available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: GK2601).
Comment
The title compound, which was prepared according to a known procedure (Moore & Huntress, 1927) has found extensive use as a starting material for preparation of medicinal active compounds such as novel cyclophilin A inhibitors (Ni et al., 2009) , novel analogs of beta-adrenoceptor antagonists (Rad et al., 2012) and beta-blocker (Amlaiky et al., 1983) . 
Experimental
To a solution of fluoren-9-one (1.8 g, 10 mmol) in EtOH (47 ml) was given a solution of hydroxylamine hydrochloride (NH 2 OH . HCl, 2.75 g, 39.6 mmol) in water (7 ml), and the resulting mixture was stirred at 70 o C for 5 h. Thereafter, the reaction mixture was cooled and given into water (150 ml). The colorless precipitate was extracted with CH 2 Cl 2 (2 × 75 ml and PLATON (Spek, 2009) .
Figure 1
A view of the title molecule with displacement ellipsoids shown at the 50% probability level, showing the intramolecular contact within the molecule. and π-π stacking interactions (arrows in yellow).
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